
ART ELECTIVES
Course Name What do students do in...? 

2-3 sentences on how to best respond when a student asks a counselor during course selection

Design In Design you will create artwork that tries to communicate a message to the viewer like graphic 
designers do. Some projects may include collage, drawing and painting.

Draw and Paint

In Drawing and Painting 1 you will learn basic drawing and painting skills. Some of the time you will be 
working on how to create drawings that are realistic.  If you don't know how to draw this is where you 
start. Each level is like a continuation of the last class. You will be learning more art skills and learning 

new art techniques and concepts in each level.

Fiber

Fiber is a hands-on class which focuses on the use of fabrics and materials that will be made into 
functional and decorative pieces. Students will focus on knitting, weaving, painting & dyeing fabrics, 
etc. This class focuses on traditional "hand-made" processes, and methodical labor that is required to 

complete a complete & presentable  piece.  ( Some drawing is required , primarily in the planning stages 
of each project.)

Photo as Art
In Photography you will learn how the camera works. You will learn how to create 35mm film cameras 
and create prints in the darkroom using chemicals. You will be using Photoshop or other photo editing 

software to create and manipulate digital photographs.

Pottery 1

You will work in clay to create functional wares using pinch, coil, and slab methods. Pottery 1 includes 
learning about creating different design effects to create one of a kind pottery wares. You will learn how 
to use a diverse set of tools and materials that you will need during the semester and the different effects 

that can be achieved with them in the creative process. You will also learn about glaze application and 
the different effects that can be achieved. You will also learn about different artists and how their works 

influence people and society.  

Pottery 2

This course builds on Pottery 1 concepts. You will learn wheel throwing skills and techniques to create 
functional pottery, as well as more complex hand building skills to create unique and one of a kind 
pottery wares. The curriculum is based around understanding the concepts and vocabulary of wheel 

throwing but also provides opportunities to explore independent project designs combining hand 
building techniques. This course also extends on the different glazing techniques so that students create 
individually and with more personal expression. You will also learn about different artists and how their 

works influence people and society.  



Printmaking

In Printmaking you will learn how to use different materials and techniques to create images. The 
materials and tools may include using a press, block printing, stamps. In printmaking you make 

drawings that are not directly on a paper or canvas. You create drawings and designs on printmaking 
materials and then stamp them onto paper or run them through the printing press so that they print onto 

paper. Printmaking has fun unique techniques that no other art form have.

Sculpture 1

You will learn how to create 3D works of art to include relief sculptures (additive and subtractive 
methods) and sculptures in the round (sculptures that can be viewed from all sides). You will explore 

different media and their effects on creating one of a kind sculptures. Some media that’s included; paper 
(going from 2D to 3D), plaster, construction using wood, carving using stone, carving using soft media, 

fabric, clay, found objects and wire. You will also learn about different artists and how their works 
influence people and society.

Sculpture 2

This course builds on Sculpture 1 concepts. You will learn about design using some of the following 
sculptures techniques; Sculpture casting, subtractive & additive in a relief, creating sculptures in the 
round, and carving techniques. You will create projects that use paper (to include cardboard, paper 
mache), wood, plaster, and wire and working in stone are also explored. You will also learn about 

different artists and how their works influence people and society.  
https://sites.google.com/a/bristolk12.org/bristol-public-schools-elementary-art/advanced-art-hs-1

Visit the link above for further desciptions and visual examples of our art offerings @ BCHS!



BUSINESS ELECTIVES
Course Name What do students do in...? 

2-3 sentences on how to best respond when a student asks a counselor during course selection

Accounting 1

No matter where you work, it's a business!  In this class students develop skills that are applicable to all business'.  This 
is an accelerated course in which students are eligible to earn college credit for FREE with no high-stakes AP exam! 
Students learn how to follow, summarize, and report a company's finances by preparing accounting documents using 

workbooks then master their abilities using accounting software.  

Accounting 2

Accounting 2 starts where Accounting 1 left off.  Students will utilize their knowledge from Accounting 1 and learn 
how to handle more complex scenarios including payroll accounting.  Students are once again eligible to earn college 
credit for FREE with no high-stakes AP exam.  This course is recommended for anyone intending to own their own 

business or major in ANY area of business in college.  The college credit can also be used as a "free" elective.

Business Management In Business Management, students will learn about the importance of managers in all businesses and organizations. 
Students will learn how to plan, organize, lead, and coordinate all or part of a business within various departments.

Computer Programming & Video 
Game Design 

In Computer Programming & Video Game Design, students will learn how to program video games using HTML and 
java coding.

Communication Skills for the 21st 
Century II

Students will learn how to conduct research, improve their reading, writing, and composition skills. Students will also learn how to 
persuade others, develop oral presentations, avoid misunderstandings, resolve conflicts, and express opinions in a positive manner 

to achieve desired results.

Communication Skills for the 21st 
Century II

In this course, students will spend the first third of the class working in groups and learning how groups work through 
the stages of group communication. During the remainder of the course, students will develop their public speaking 

skills.

Info Processing 1 In Information Processing 1, students will gain basic computer skills in keyboarding, Google Apps, and Microsoft 
Word, Excel, and PowerPoint

Info Processing 2 In Information Processing 2, students will build upon the skills learning in Information Processing 2 to complete more 
advanced tasks using Microsoft Word, Excel, and PowerPoint.

Intro to Marketing In Marketing, students will gain a basic understanding about marketing including the 4 P's (Product, Place, Price, and 
Promotion). Students will also learn how marketing impacts a variety of business decisions that are made.

Intro to Cooperative Work 
Experience

Cooperative Work Experience (CWE) courses combine in class learning with on-the-job training. Semester 1 of the 
CWE sequence is an introductory course where students are introduced to career readiness and employability skills and 
build their understanding on job safety and employment laws. Upon successful completion of the introductory course 
students can earn credit for 50 to 100  hours of work experience through paid and/or unpaid positions in the second 

semester course. During these work experiences students will apply their learning from the introductory course while 
exploring a career of interest.



Cooperative Work Experience 
(50 or 100 hours)

Students who successfully complete Cooperative Work Education the Introduction to CWE with a grade of 75 and 
receive teacher recommendation will earn the opportunity to participate in an internship within the student’s chosen 
career pathway. Placements for the internships will be in positions that are high-skill, high-wage, and high-demand 

positions. The course will meet during the last period every other day where students will be released from school to 
attend the internship and earn credited hours on the job. Students must have their own transportation. Students must 

complete 50 hours to earn 1/2 credit or 100 hours to earn 1.0 credit. Students will also complete approximately 18 hours 
in the classroom during the semester for discussion and reflection.

Sports and Entertainment Marketing

This course is designed to apply the marketing mix to the sports and entertainment industry.  Students will examine 
case studies and use computers to complete class assignments, simulations, and projects.  One goal is to provide an 

opportunity for students to take a field trip to a sports/entertainment venue to connect what's learned in the classroom to 
real-life practice.

Small Business Ownership In Small Business Ownership, students will learn what it takes to start and run their own business. Students will 
develop their own business idea and create a business plan.

Personal Finance & Investment

As a young adult, one of the keys to your success will be learning how to manage your personal finances.  Students 
learn a great deal in this class that will help them now and in the future.  Topics addressed are listed as follows: 

Financial decision making; Investing fundamentals including risk and return; Creating a budget and maintaining other 
financial records; Investing in stocks, bonds, mutual funds, and index funds; Understanding your pay and taxes; Play 
the online Stock Market Game and invest $100,000 virtual cash!; Checking accounts - writing checks, deposit slips, 

balancing your account, and online banking; Credit management - types of credit (mortgages, car loans, student loans, 
credit cards) and credit scores; Saving for the future; Buying a car and auto insurance.  All students should take this 

class prior to graduation!
Website Design This course is designed for the experienced computer user.  Students will learn how to create their own websites.



ENGLISH ELECTIVES
Course Name What do students do in...? 

2-3 sentences on how to best respond when a student asks a counselor during course selection

Creative Writing

Individuals taking the course should have a serious interest in writing and should be open to experimenting with all forms 
of written expression such as short stories, dramatic scripts, poetry, informal vignettes commenting on any subject of 

interest to the writer.
 Discussion, criticism, and sharing of ideas are prime objectives toward the student’s development of talent, style, and 

constructive self‐criticism. Strong emphasis will be made on the use of technology as a tool for writing.

Drama 1

A course that is perfect for someone curious about what theater is all about.  Drama I strives to familiarize kids with being 
on stage and being comfortable in front of others. Along with playing lots of improv and team-building games, students 
write and perform group scenes, partner scenes, and a monologue.  All lines have to be memorized but there is plenty of 

rehearsal time to be able to do that! There is no written homework! 

Drama 2

Drama 2 picks up where drama one left off but works in the opposite direction.  Drama 2 starts with the drama one 
monologue, then goes to partner scene work, and finally to a group mini-musical performance.  The expectation for 
performance is a bit higher in drama two and students are expected to be comfortable performing in front of a wider 

audience (not just classmates). We also play games, etc and there is no written homework!

Media Literacy

Learn all about the media--what it is, how it functions, and how to better understand the world. What makes up media? 
How do we make meaning from media?

We examine everything from print ads in newspapers to movies with an eye on who created it, why they did, and how it 
affects the consumer.

Mythology

This is a half year course that exams myths from around the world. Learn how myths function and the value of them. 
Students create their own myths by using a variety of formats. If you are a creative person who loves stories, this is the 

class for you. 
Connect ancient and modern thinking, Learn about other cultures, learn about heroes, see the modern hero and how he/she 

became that way  all the way from Ancient Greece to Gotham City

SAT Literacy Prep

Review, Model, and practice SAT strategies. We work on reading strategies, revision and grammar, and the essay. 
Enrollment is determined by PSAT ELA scores in the range of 420 – 580.

53% of students make gains of 10-50 points; 19% of students make gains of 60-110 points
Review, Model, and practice SAT strategies

AP English Notes

WORK ETHIC
Performance VS Potential; Are you willing to work? Are you prepared for discussions? Do you write rough drafts? Do 

you take advantage of rewrites? Do you try to read critically? Are you intellectually curious? Are you willing to go above 
and beyond expectations? Do you ever stay after school for help? Do you give up easily if you don't initially "get it?" 

YES, THERE IS SUMMER WORK!
AP Language & Composition: Non-Fiction, 11th Grade

AP Literature & Composition: Fiction, 12th Grade



AP Seminar

From College Board: Develop and practice the skills in research, collaboration, and communication that you'll need in any 
academic discipline. You’ll investigate topics in a variety of subject areas, write research-based essays, and design and 

give presentations both individually and as part of a team. 
Lattimer: There is a lot of independence in this course. Students have to complete two major research papers and 

presentations. One presentation is in a group and one is solo. There is also the exam. It is a lot of work that will be 
challenging. It is essentially the foundation for college thinking and work ethic. Only the top kids should be recommended 

who can manage their time and personalities well. There is also a decent amount of summer work that is due before 
school begins.

EBRW PSAT Score 550 or higher with Teacher Recommendation and AP Human Geography in 9th grade.    
https://docs.google.com/presentation/d/1cluuzu9sWu4lzSljSf7HirLTyRJsN7MS5Ft2ZzchYc8/edit?usp=sharing

Visit the link above for further desciptions of English electives.



FAMILY & CONSUMER SCIENCES ELECTIVES
Course Name What do students do in...? 

2-3 sentences on how to best respond when a student asks a counselor during course selection

Language & Culture A In each unit, study latin roots and compare/contrast basic grammatical structures (parts of speech, sentence structure, 
etc) in different languages. In each unit, students also complete a project comparing different cultural practices and 

traditions from across the globe, such as myths, legends, and family structures (A) or food, dance, and celebrations (B).Language & Culture B



FAMILY & CONSUMER SCIENCES ELECTIVES
Course Name What do students do in...? 

2-3 sentences on how to best respond when a student asks a counselor during course selection

Intro to Foods & Nutrition
Students should expect to prepare food and learn about the food they have created. To be successful in foods’ classes, 

students will need to be able to take notes, read a textbook and evaluate their lab performance. Reading and writing is a 
part of every class, in addition to cooking labs. 

Advanced Foods & Nutrition

In the advanced class students should expect to prepare food and learn about the food they have created. To be 
successful in foods’ classes, students will need to be able to take notes, read a textbook and evaluate their lab 

performance. The ability to follow a multi-step recipe is expected. Reading and writing is a part of every class, in 
addition to cooking labs. 

Baking New course for 2021-22 School Year. Pre-req: Intro to Foods
Description coming soon....

Child, Family & Community
Students should expect to learn about the different developmental stages in childhood and how the environment may 
impact a child’s development. To be successful students need to be able to take notes, read a textbook and be able to 

have the ability to discuss different childcare practices and scenarios. Reading and writing is a part of every class.

Early Childhood Education 1 

If you are interested in teaching at any level: Early Childhood Education 1 and II are classes for you.  Early Childhood 
Education 1 is the first part of a 2-part class.  This is a free college class.  Students will be earning 3 college credits 

through the Tunxis Pathway program.  These credits may then be transferred to a college other than Tunxis.  Students 
should be in an accelerated English class and be prepared for the rigors of a college class.  To be successful student's 

need to take initiative, be prepared for class discussions and complete homework and projects. Students will be learning 
about :the theories behind education,  how to set up a classroom, and how to write lesson plans.  Reading, writing and 

classroom discussions and presentations are expected.  This class is for juniors and seniors only.

Early Childhood Education 2

Early Childhood Education II is the second part of the ECE program. This is a college level course, with college rigor 
and expectations. During this course, students will run a preschool program with children from the community. Students 

are expected to write lessons based on the CT ELDS standards (Connecticut Early Learning and Development 
Standards) and teach preschool aged children from the community. This is a very "hands-on" course in which you will 
work with children and their families. If you have any interest in being a teacher, this class will provide you with an 

opportunity to see what it is really like.  This course is for juniors and seniors only.

Individual and Family 
Development/UCONN 

UCONN Human Development HDFS 1070: This course is a 3 credit UCONN course taught here at BC! This course is 
a great course for a student who is interested in a career working with people or simply want to know more about 

themselves and how human behaviors are formed. This course is required for many college majors including education, 
nursing, child & family therapy, social work, and school counseling. This course is weighted the same as AP but there is 

not one high stakes test for college credit. A 40 hour internship is required as well as a 73% grade for college credit. 
There is no prerequisite however accelerated English is recommended. More info can be found here: https://docs.

google.com/document/d/101b0xzdKkIDSM2qZ-gUQgftxsy_P_hfM9uBGzEDvunA/edit?usp=sharing



HISTORY ELECTIVES
Course Name What do students do in...? 

2-3 sentences on how to best respond when a student asks a counselor during course selection

Contemporary Psychology

Discussion format and deals with psychological theories as well as in-depth studies of personality, mental health, 
relationships, and character development.  

Topics covered in the course include: Learning, Motivation, Memory, Emotional development, Altered states of 
consciousness, Interpersonal relationships, Aggression

Developmental Psychology

Discussion format and deals with psychological theories as well as in-depth studies of personality, mental health, 
relationships, and character development.  

Topics covered in the course include: Personality theories, Disturbances, Personality and psychological disorders, 
Adolescence to adulthood, Lifespan, Death and grief

Economics

Study the theory of economics and some practical applications of this knowledge.  Including: production and use of 
wealth, money supply, roles of industry, labor, and the consumer, organization of business, national productivity and 
economic measurements, credit, banking and the stock market. Intended for college-bound students or those students 

seeking additional training for the area of business, with average or above reading abilities. 
Geography and Culture of Asia 

and Middle East
This course provides students with an in-depth look at Middle East and Asia. Students will study each region 

Historically, Politically, Culturally, Geographically 
Geography and Culture of Latin 

America and Africa
This course provides students with an in-depth look at Sub-Saharan Africa and Latin/South America.  

Students will study each region Historically, Politically, Culturally, Geographically 

Global Issues
Explore various current issues that affect the global community as they happen in real time. Develop your research 
and problem-solving skills  Hone your global perspectives Use creative outlets to demonstrate your understanding. 
Topics include Armed Conflict, Health and Human Welfare, Economic Globalization, Environmental Sustainability

Law and Justice

Study the legal system and the effects law has on society. 
Major emphasis on the process of law from arrest to appeal

Topics include: The process of civil law, crime and punishment, amendments and peoples’ rights, the prison system, 
consumer and family law

Take this course if you are interested in being a lawyer, police officer, corrections officer, or just want to know laws 
and rights you have.

Sociology

Sociology is the study of humans in groups and the ways in which people relate to each other in society.  
Topics covered:  how to think like a sociologist, culture and society, groups and organizations, socialization and 

social problems  
This course is designed primarily for the mature student who plans to go to college and/or is preparing for a career in 

social work, counseling, or a similar field. 

AP Course Offerings



AP Psychology

Systematic and scientific study of behavior and mental processes of human beings and other animals
Equivalent of a college-level general psychology course and is designed to prepare students for the AP examination.  

The curriculum is intensive and sophisticated, requiring a strong level of commitment.  
Topics include: Psychological disorders, Memory, Brain function, Psychological testing and experimentation, 

Lifespan, States of consciousness, Motivation and emotion, Major personality theories

AP U.S. History

Pre-Columbian Era (1491) - Present
Themes: Migration & Settlement, America & the World, Geography & the Environment, Politics and Power, 

American Identity, Technology, Work & Exchange, Social and Culture; Significant reading and writing requirements; 
Prepares you for the AP U.S. History Exam in May

AP Government

College level introduction to US Government including
Key political concepts, ideas, institutions,policies, and interactions; The roles and behaviors that characterize the 

constitutional system; The political culture of the United States
Read and analyze U.S. foundational documents, supreme court decisions, and other texts and visuals; Read and 

interpret data, develop evidence-based arguments; Engage in an applied politics research-based project.; Satisfies the 
Civics graduation requirement; Prepares you for the AP Government Exam in May

AP Human Geography

College-level introduction to the systematic study of patterns and processes that have shaped human understanding 
use and alteration of Earth’s surface. 

Employ spatial concepts and landscape analysis to examine human socio economic organization; environmental 
consequences of human life; the methods and tools geographers use

Significant reading and writing requirements; Prepares you for the AP Human Geography Exam in May

Social Studies Department Offerings
Visit the link above for further descriptions of History electives.

https://docs.google.com/presentation/d/1QS9G5PS4NSEp8bBZGcs1-NjRXU9rIyErbu56y2bSXqk/edit?usp=sharing


HISTORY ELECTIVES
Course Name What do students do in...? 

2-3 sentences on how to best respond when a student asks a counselor during course selection

Statistics (Academic)

This is a high school level statistics course. The purpose of the course in statistics is to introduce students to statistical thinking, 
data gathering and interpretation. Students are engaged in learning how statisticians contribute to our understanding of the 
world and helps students to become more discerning customers of the statistics they encounter in the real world. Activities, 
applications, and data explorations give students an opportunity to investigate, discuss, and make use of statistical ideas and 

methods. Topics include four major areas: analyzing data, producing data, chance, and inference.

Statistics (AP)

This course is equivalent to a one-semester, introductory, non-calculus based, and college course in statistics. The 
purpose of the AP course in statistics is to introduce students to the major concepts and tools for collecting, 

analyzing, and drawing conclusions from data. Students are exposed to four broad conceptual themes, including 
exploring data, sampling and experimentation, anticipating patterns, and statistical inference. Students who 

successfully complete the course and exam may receive credit, advanced placement, or both for a one-semester 
introductory college statistics course. Please see page 15 for specific requirements regarding AP/UCONN courses. 

Advanced Mathematical Decision 
Making (ADMD)

This course is designed to challenge students to develop critical skills for success in college and careers. Students 
will be asked to investigate, do research, collaborate with other classmates and write about their findings and present 

solutions to problems in applied situations. They will work through mathematical topics including statistics in the 
media, using functions to make decisions, managing data, network graphs and understanding credit, debt and 
investments. Emphasis will be placed on modeling real world scenarios with mathematics so that students can 

become critical consumers of every day data, knowledgeable decision makers and mathematical thinkers who can 
solve problems related to a wide range of situations. This course is an alternative to pre-calculus intended for college 

bound students.



MUSIC ELECTIVES
Course Name What do students do in...? 

2-3 sentences on how to best respond when a student asks a counselor during course selection

Band

In band, students will perform music of varying styles. The year begins with marching band music. Marching Band 
goes from September through mid-October with one rehearsal in the evening on Wednesday night. Marching Band 
will perform at all Friday night home games, the Thanksgiving Day Football game, 2 parades in the fall, and one 

parade in May. In mid-October, marching band will switch to concert band. Concert Band takes up most of the school 
year (about 10 months). The concert band will perform in 3-4 concerts each year.

Concert Choir Students sing in 4 part harmony both accompanied and a capella. Songs range from classical to contemporary music. 

Guitar (Acoustic) Students learn to read music through performance on the guitar. They will gain confidence to perform in front of 
others.

Music Technology
In music technology, students will use computers to create musical compositions, podcasts, and other forms of media. 

The software is very user friendly. Students DO NOT need a background in music, but a knowledge of music can 
enhance your projects.

Music Theory 1
Music Theory is learning about the "nuts and bolts" of music. Students will learn to read notes, rhythms, scales, and 
other basic elements of music. In this class, students will be prepared to go into Music Theory 2. Students DO NOT 

need to have a background in music to take this class, but it may be helpful.

Music Theory 2

Music Theory 2 is an extension of Music Theory 1. The class takes all of what is learned in Theory 1 and applies it to 
writing music on the staff. This is NOT a composition class, so students do not come up with original ideas, but 

rather following rules of writing music. In this class, students will be prepared to go into AP Music Theory. To take 
Music Theory 2, students MUST take Music Theory 1.

Piano/Keyboard Students learn to read music through performance on the piano. They will gain confidence to perform in front of 
others.



SCIENCE ELECTIVES
Course Name What do students do in...? 

2-3 sentences on how to best respond when a student asks a counselor during course selection

Physics/Academic
Academic physics explores motion, forces, energy, electricity, sound, and light, and more. This course blends laboratory 

investigation with lectures, and includes mathematical analysis. Students taking physics should be comfortable with 
algebra 1 and trigonometry. 

Physics/Accelerated

Physics teaches us that a code exists in the universe and that it can be deciphered by the human mind. Accelerated 
physics explores motion, forces, energy, electricity, sound, and light, and more. This course blends laboratory 

investigation with lectures, and includes mathematical analysis. Accelerated physics extends the ideas of academic 
physics, and includes several additional topics such as projectile motion, multiple forces acting on a body, and more 
complex electric circuits. These topics involve more sophisticated mathematical analysis and require a high comfort 

level with algebra 2 and trigonometry

Biotechnology and Forensics 
(formerly called Biotechnical 

Engineering)

Biotechnology is a growing field.  The goal of Biotech scientists around the world is to apply DNA technologies to: 
help feed the world, heal the world and fuel the world.   The first semester will focus on DNA and DNA technologies 
that copy and edit DNA for genetic engineering.  In the second semester we will focus on forensics and learning about 

how biological evidence is used to solve cases. The class will include class activities, projects and lab work. 

Anatomy & Physiology

Anatomy and Physiology is a course where you will explore the human body and how it works. This class is open to 
Juniors and Seniors that have PASSED BIOLOGY. In the first semester we study Histology, The Nervous System and 
the Brain, the Senses and Sensory Organs, the Skeletal System, and the Edocrine System. In the Spring we study the 
Muscular System, the Skin, the Digestive System, the Immune System, just to name a few. Successful students are 

present in class more than they are absent, they are hardworking and willing to push outside their comfort zone, they are 
diligent and organized, and they are interested in the medical field.

Environmental Issues & 
Sustainability

This course develops a solid knowledge base to global environmental issues. The course involves
studies of the earth and the environment, ecological interactions, biomes, energy resources, land and water resources, 

and managing the environment. 

Environmental Science AP

AP Environmental looks at the changing world and how we as humans are having the greatest effect on the Earth.  As 
we move toward the next great extinction, find out how we can create a sustainable future. Topics covered in the class 

include global warming, pollution, new technologies, population, the earth as a system, and many other exciting topics.  
See if you can solve the world’s growing problems.  

Pre-requisites: Must have had an 80 avg. or higher in Bio Accelerated and Algebra 1. Must have taken Chemistry or 
taking concurrently.

Must be willing to work.



Botany

Whether you like your veggies or not, plants are more important than you may realize and we can't live without them. 
Botany is the study of plants. This course will cover a wide range of the plant kingdom including lower plants such as 

venus flytraps and higher plants, such as conifers and flowering plants. Topics covered include structure, growth, 
reproduction, diseases, uses, chemical properties, environmental factors, and evolutionary relationships. Students will 

also be exposed to plant identification and taxonomy. Coursework will include practical applications in the BC 
Greenhouse.

Oceanography

This is a class in basic oceanography. Oceanography is interesting because it involves so many of the sciences. We look 
at Chemical Oceanography (what is the sea made of), Physical Oceanography (tides, currents, waves), Geological 

Oceanography (the ocean floor, shore-line processes), and Biological Oceanography (what lives there). Students learn 
about interrelationships between these aspects of the ocean, and how these interrelationships govern earth processes. 

The course emphasizes critical thinking, scientific processes, environmental issues, and interrelationships among 
disciplines. Students learn about the scientific process. We discuss how science advises policy, as it relates to the ocean.

Meteorology

Students in the Meteorology course continue to develop knowledge in the core disciplinary ideas in the Earth and Space 
Sciences described in the Next Generation Science Standards (NGSS) including: Earth and Human Activity, where 

students analyze weather models and make an evidence-based forecast of current rate of climate change. and Earth’s 
System, where students study the factors that change weather and climate.

Astronomy Astronomy is a one semester course in which you will learn about the history and tools of Astronomy. 
From our solar system to stellar evolution and finally to the Universe we will examine the following and more.

HEALTH OCCUPATIONS ELECTIVES

Medical Terminology/UCONN 
ECE**

Medical Terminology is a full-year UCONN course that teaches the students the language of medicine through study of 
diagnostic tests, surgical procedures and pathology of the human body. Students interested in pursuing health science 

careers would benefit from this class. Students will learn the most common root words, prefixes and suffixes associated 
with each body system. 97% of the students that have taken this course with me have earned the UConn credit. Students 

must have good study skills in order to well in the course. Students find that taking Anatomy helps, but it is not a pre-
requisite. Students are graded on quizzes and tests. The workload outside of the class consists of studying.

Intro to Allied Health 
Professions/UCONN ECE**

This is a half-year exploratory course for juniors and seniors in which students who are interested in pursuing college 
and career in allied health professions will gain knowledge of the five allied health fields in terms of college 

requirements, licensing requirements, projected job opportunities, salaries and job description. Students will explore 
each of the five allied health pathways; Diagnostic, therapeutic, research and development, informatics and support 

services. Students will complete occupational simulations in the class room as well as interacting with guest speakers 
from each pathway.

Foundations in Health Science**

This is a half year course designed as a foundational course for grade 9 and 10 students interested in pursuing college 
and career in allied health. Students will learn the basic expectations of allied health professionals including basic 

human anatomy, infection control, communication, legal aspects of health care, ethics, basic medical skills, and safety 
in health care settings. Students will be introduced to allied health in this class in terms of human body and basic 

knowledge of the expectations of an allied health professional. Assessments will consist of multiple choice tests, basic 
skills in the classroom, labs and projects.



** new course for 2021-22
https://docs.google.com/presentation/d/1z2rPlCbGDjbSrCEh7HDN75pe8aHs_JKemsHTnQHTsuY/edit?usp=sharing

Visit the link above for further desciptions of Science electives.



TECHNOLOGY ELECTIVES
Course Name What do students do in...? 

2-3 sentences on how to best respond when a student asks a counselor during course selection

Construction Tech Students will learn why zoning and building codes must be considered when building a residential structure as 
well as the appropriate residential framing techniques needed to resist loads placed upon it.  

Construction Applications

The hands-on second level course focuses on students building products based on criteria given to us by a 
"customer" utilizing hand and power tools as well as machines. Past projects included the ticket booth to be 
completed for fall 2020 sports season, puppet theater used in the foreign languages department, various set 

design elements for past plays for the drama/ theater department and the display case currently erected at the 
Veterans Memorial Boulevard park.

Intro to CAD
Students will examine the history of graphical communication by learning techniques in sketching, technical 

drawing with a primary focus on the use of CAD.  Students will use computers to create a solid model of 
various parts including the appropriate part and drawing files. 

CAD & Solid Modeling The second level course focuses on students developing solutions to various problems using CAD and creating 
creating scaled models utilizing 3D printers.

Intro to Engineering This course provides a basic overview of how engineers solve real world problems.  You will learn everything 
from brainstorming solutions, sketching ideas, and creating computerized models of your solutions.  

Principles of Engineering
This course teaches you how to apply math and science to solve everyday problems.  You will apply what you 

have learned in math classes in ways that make sense and give meaning to the learning.  We discussion concepts 
related to mechanical, electrical, chemical, and computer engineering.  

Civil Engineering & Architecture
This year long advanced course provides a thorough examination of the roles, challenges and considerations 
civil engineers and architects  are presented with when designing commercial and residential structures. The 
student has the potential to earn college credit from the Rochester Institute of Technology upon successfully 

meeting the course criteria.

Tools & Materials This course will examine the characteristics of materials from the woods, metal and the composite families and 
teach students the safe operation of the appropriate tools or machine used to process the material. 

Communication Technology
An introduction to using digital tools to communicate in a fun and creative way.  You will learn live and 

recorded audio techniques, basic photo / video skills, and graphic design.  We end the course making your own 
custom vinyl stickers to put on your car, mirrors, phones, etc.

Transport Technology
A quick look into the major forms of transportation including land, water, air, space, and electronic 

transportation.  We learn about the biggest, newest, or most unusual forms of each of the major categories of 
transportation.  



Automation & Robotics Students will be exposed to the worlds of automation, robotics and manufacturing by creating a robot and 
programming it to perform a variety of tasks.

Introduction to Digital Media 
Productions (formerly called Video 

Production Technology)

The first level course which focuses on using professional video and photo cameras, and the software used to 
edit them.  Students make their own videos similar to what content creators post on YouTube and other video 

services.
Advanced Digital Media 

Productions (formerly called 
Television Production)

The second level course which utilizes our professional television studio along with cinema cameras to teach 
skills of modern multimedia communication.  Students have the opportunity to work on independent projects to 

show off their filming and editing skills.

Architectural Concepts
This course introduces the ideas of residential and commercial buildings.  You will explore why buildings you 
are familiar with are built the way they are, and have the opportunity to design your own dream residential or 

commercial buildings.

Architectural Design

Students in this course will use computer aided drafting (CAD) and model-making techniques to further study 
architectural design. A set of residential addition plans and a scale model will be prepared and evaluated. 

Students will use CAD to produce drawings that apply their knowledge of building codes, residential design and 
construction techniques.



For more information on AP, UCONN, and other college credit offerings at BCHS, visit the following Google Sheet: 
https://docs.google.com/spreadsheets/d/19TeZVHzfRKfPN8y7X1yWtdga-nGKDtp5062rrv1VJvA/edit?usp=sharing

2021-22 Course Selection Worksheet
https://docs.google.com/spreadsheets/d/1RpEFn0BuGWhm1sRQbOhgDJQq9B2b4uPZc1C56gDuwjM/edit?usp=sharing

https://docs.google.com/spreadsheets/d/19TeZVHzfRKfPN8y7X1yWtdga-nGKDtp5062rrv1VJvA/edit?usp=sharing
https://docs.google.com/spreadsheets/d/1RpEFn0BuGWhm1sRQbOhgDJQq9B2b4uPZc1C56gDuwjM/edit?usp=sharing

